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Usually some of the youngest people in a group are also the most sensitive. In The Outsiders, by S. E. Hinton, this applies to Ponyboy Curtis, a greaser. Pony is very sensitive. In the beginning of the novel some Socs threaten Pony with a knife. After the dilemma Pony cries in front of some of his gang members, which puts shame on Ponyboy. Also when in hiding Ponyboy had to cut and bleach his hair, which he was upset about because a greaser’s most prized possession is his hair.
Ponyboy is also brave. Near the middle of the novel, the church he and Johnny were hiding in catches on fire with a group of young children inside. Despite the shouts of the crowd around the church, Pony and Johnny run into the flaming building. In the building, Ponyboy find some small children trapped in a corner of the church. Pony and Johnny help them out through a window. Pony jumped out the window, his back on fire, and Johnny was not so lucky and a flaming piece of timer falls on him, injuring his back. Near the end of the novel Johnny is in the hospital and Socs are jumping out at Pony at every turn, yet Ponyboy still wants to go to the rumble and fight for Johnny. Ponyboy is also loyal. When Johnny kills a Soc, Pony stays with Johnny in hiding instead of turning him in.
At the end of the novel Ponyboy is a hero for the greasers and puts a good name on himself and the rest of his gang.
